First Report on Stem Cell Transplant From Iraq.
The Iraqi Bone Marrow Transplantation Center is located in the medical city complex of Bab Almuadham in Baghdad, Iraq. It was established on March 11, 2002, and performed its first mini-allotransplant for acute myeloid leukemia on January 24, 2003. Among 16 patients who received hematopoietic stem cell transplant between January 2003 and January 2010, one patient underwent allogeneic bone marrow transplant for acute myeloid leukemia and 15 patients received autologous bone marrow transplant for the following indications: 5 had multiple myeloma, 9 had lymphoma (8 with Hodgkin disease and 1 with non- Hodgkin lymphoma), and 1 had rhabdomyosarcoma. Median age was 34 years (range, 10-56 y), and our patient group included 8 females and 8 males. Of the 16 patients, 12 are still alive. The mortality rate was 25% as measured during our follow-up from 2 to 96 months. Of the 9 patients with lymphoma, 1 died and 2 relapsed after transplant. Therefore, our survival rate in lymphoma was 88%, with progression-free survival in lymphoma ranging from 2 to 66 months (mean survival of 13 mo, mode of 13 mo). For the 5 patients with multiple myeloma who received transplants, 1 died and 2 relapsed, with effective-free survival of 6 to 13 months. Our results show that high-dose chemotherapy followed by autologous stem cell transplant can induce long-term disease control in this cohort of patients with refractory or advanced Hodgkin disease; progression-free survival for our cohort was 50%, with survival comparable to those reported in the literature.